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of them in general, at the conclusion 
of meeting. 

From this time we collect little 
more from his Journal concerning 
him, than that, in 1,772, he embark- 
ed for England on a religious visit. 
After his arrival there, he travelled 
through many counties, preach* 
ing in different meetings of the So- 
ciety, till he came to the city of 
York, but even there, though he was 
far removed from the sight of those 
whose interests he had so warmfy 
espoused, he was not forgetful of 
their wretched condition. At the 
quarterly meeting for that county, 
he brought their case before those 
present in an affecting manner. He 
exhorted these to befriend their 
cause. He remarked that as they, 
the Society of Quakers, when under 



outward sufferings, had often been 
concerned to lay them before the 
legislature, and thereby ha.! fre- 
quently obtained relief ; so he 
recommended this oppressed part 
of the creation to their notice, 
that they might, as the way opened, 
represent their sufferings as individu- 
als, if not as a religions society, to 
those in authority. This was the 
last opportunity that he had of in- 
teresting himself in behalf of this 
injured people ; for soon afterwards 
he was seized with the small-pox 
at the house of a friend in the city 
of York. His disorder, which in- 
creased speedily, and was very af- 
flicting, was borne with much meek- 
ness, patience, and Christian forti- 
tude. — He died the 7th of October 
1772. 



DETACHED ANECDOTES. 



ELIAS ASHMOLE, AND BR, FRANKLIN. 

"VTO kinds of study can differ more 
"*■" from each other, than the same 
from itself, as pursued by a man of 
a strong, and by one of a weak un- 
derstanding. The first will render 
a small object important; the se- 
cond, an important one little. The 
history of literature abounds with 
instances in proof of this assertion. 
1 shall mention one. Elias Ashmole 
in the last century obtained con- 
siderable reputation here in the mul- 
tifarious character of a philosopher. 
He was an astronomer, but this no- 
ble science in his hands turned to 
judicial astrology. He was a che- 
mist, but under this title alchemy 
was the real object of pursuit. He 
was a naturalist, but his taste rather 
led him to be a collector, than a 
scientific observer of nature. He 
was an antiquary, and in that capa- 
city made large collections for the 
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history of free-masonry in this coun- 
try: afterwards, he soared to the 
most noble order of the garter ; the 
history of which, with all its laws 
and institutions, was his opus mag- 
num. In this man were united the 
valuable qualities of industry, ex- 
actness and perseverance: but the 
foundation of good sense was want- 
ing. How different from one " qui 
nil molitur inepte," all whose pur- 
suits are directed by a sound under- 
standing ! Such an one was the wise 
Franklin, who from the most trivial 
facts could deduce the most import- 
ant conclusions; who had always 
something truly valuable in prospect; 
and whose touch converted every 
meaner material to gold. 

It is not then merely the species 
of study, but the mind and spirit 
with which it is pursued, that should 
regulate our estimate of the intel- 
lectual hours of the student. 
P p [Dr. Aikin's Letters to his Son.} 
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ZISCA. 

Zisca, the renowned and cele- 
brated leader of the reformed Bo- 
hemian state, who so long and so 
gallantly resisted the tyranny of 
the House of Austria, in defence of 
the civil and religious liberties of 
his country, a short time before his 
death, gave the following most ex- 
traordinary command. He solemn- 
ly enjoined, that, after his decease, 
(which happened AJ). 1424,) his 
body should be, skinned, and a drum 
made of it. This bis last injunction 
was religiously obeyed. His skin after 
•undergoing the necessary prepara- 
tions, was manufactured into a drum ; 
and the awful roll of this sacred 
drum was long regarded by these 
suffering patriots, as the signal for 
death or victory ! 

M. 

DANGEROUS LEGISLATION. 

It was a practice with the ancient 
Locrians, in order that their laws 
and customs might 'subsist in their 
ancient purity, that when any citi- 
zen proposed a new law, he stood 
forth in the assembly of the people, 
with a cord round his neck; if the 
law met their approbation, he wks 
instantly sakited with loud acclama- 
tions, as a man who hazarded his 
life to promote the public good ; but 
if the law was rejected, the innova- 
tor was instantly strangled. 

M. 



FALSE WORSHIP. 

It is a most astonishing and shock- 
ing fact, that in Japan, and other 
barbarous islands in the Easterii 
Ocean, the natives are so depraved 
and sunk to such an inconceivable 
degree of ignorance and idolatry, 
that they worship the Devil, or great 
Spirit of Evil, under the most hideou* 
and ridiculous figures. 

M. 

ANECDOTE OF A GERMAN. 

As a party of Students were oh 
their passage'from Belfast, to the 
University of Glasgow, in the 
Greenock packet, a German obtain- 
ed liberty to sit in the cabin ; he 
had not continued long there, 'tiljl 
the wind rose, and a violent hurri- 
cane threatened irremediable death 
to the affrighted crew. Safety was 
even despaired of by the stout-heart- 
ed sailors. All then were deeply- 
engaged in sending up their prayers 
to the Almighty, on account of their 
awful situation ; some of their fer-. 
vent ejaculations became so audible, 
that they annoyed the whole com- 
pany ; when the German, apparent- 
ly insensible of imminent death, 
bawled out, " Damn you, pray U> 
yourselves, and let every one get the 
good of Lis own prayers ! ! .'"* 

Quintus Quiz. 

* I can assure you of the authenticity of 
this anecdote, as I myself heard the words. 
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For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

EMERALP ISLE. 
IT may appear puerile _to lay claim to 
a priority of application in the use of an 
epithet : but poets, like bees, have a very 
strong sense of property, and both are of 
that irritable kind, as to be extremely jea- 



lous of any one who fobs them of their 
hoarded sweets. The sublime epithet which 
Milton used in his poem on the nativity, 
written at fifteen years of age, (" his thun- 
der-clasping hand,") would have been 
claimed by him as his own, even after he 
had finished the "Paradise Lost ;" and 
Gray would prosecute as a literary poacher 
the daring hand that would presume tw 



